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Tbe Caravan 


Cbapter 


CLOTHES 
BECOME 
UNWEARABLE 
THE SECOND 
THEY FALL 
OUT OF 
FASHION! 


IT REALLY 
ALL RIGHT TO 
OET RID OF 
THIS MUCH, 
THOUGH? 


WHAT 
CARAVAN 
гае 


BUT 
HEKE AT 
THE ІММЕК 
COURT, 

IT SEEMS 
TO ALSO 
REFER TO 
TRAVELING 
SHOPS THAT 


A CARAVAN 
15 USUALLY 
A BAND OF 
MERCHANTS 
CROSSING 
THE 
DESERT... 


BE BUYING 
MORE WHEN 


THE NEXT 
CARAVAN 


YOU JUST 
HAPPENED 
TO NOT 
BE HERE 
THE LAST 
TIME ONE 
ARRIVED. 


BUT 
UNLIKE 
MOST 
TOWNS, 
THERE 
ARE NO 
SHOPS OR 
MARKETS 
TO BE 
FOUND 
HERE. 


OPPOR- 
TUNITIES 
TO OBTAIN 
MORE 
PERSONAL 
EFFECTS 
WITHIN THE 
INNEK 
COURT 
ARE FEW 
AND FAR 
BETWEEN. 


MOST 
NECESSITIES, 


FROM FOOD 
TO EVEN 
UNDERGAR- 
MENTS, ARE 
SUPPLIED 
TO THE 
WOMEN 
OF THE 
LOWER 
RANKS 
BY THE 
COURT. 


APART 
FROM d THE LBS 
CLOTHES 
4 OF THE 


AND 
Да INNER 


И MENTS - М || 07۶ 

CARE ||| GIFTED ს | AY, ay WOMEN... 
PACKAGES | BY THE 

SENT CONSORTS 

FROM TO THEIR 

HOME LADIES-IN- 

TO THE WAITING... 


FROM THAT 
OF AN 
AVERAGE 
TOWNS- 
PERSON, 


OUTSIDE 
THESE 
WALLS, 
вит SHOPPING 
THERE DISTRICTS 
NONE АКЕ FAIRLY 
OF THAT COMMON. 


HERE. 


\ 
Li 


DAV ONE 
OF THE 
CARAVAN' 5 
FIVE-DAY 
SOJOURN 


MEANWHILE, 
LOWLY 
UNDERLINGS 


ILLUSTRIOUS 

CROWD, ARE 

ON THE JOB 

WITH NOTHING 
TO DO. 


THOSE 
WHO HOLD 
HIGHER RANKS 
AT THE INNER 
COURT 
THAT 15, THE 
CONSORTS 
AND THE 
ARE LADIES WHO 
HAVING A SERVE 


I THINK 
I CAN CET A 
LITTLE TIME 
OFF ON THE 

LAST DAY THE 
CARAVAN'S 

HERE, 50... 


BEING 
INVITED 
IS А 
PLEASANT 
А THING. 


YOU 
SHOULD 
HAVE 


THE OTHER MORE! 
CONSORTS 
DID. 


ДАШ, : 
AND. CONSORT. 
LOULAN OF\THE 


PLACE АТ THE 
INNER COURT. 
WITH.EO. | 


GARNET PALACE, | 
WHO TOOK НЕКУ | 


ТНЕ 
MERCHANTS 
| САМЕ 
DIRECTLY 


KNOWING 
CONSORT ТИ 
WOMEN 
LIHUA HAS 
AT THE 
) ALSO 
X CRYSTAL 
/ } SHOWN 
| FALACE, 
HERSELF 7 
THEY'LL BE 
ТО BE THE 
SHOPPING 
GENEROUS LIKE THEIR 
TYPE HERE 


LIVES 
AND, THERE. DEPEND 


(2; әки | 


| THE LADIES | 

"OF THE | 
DIAMOND 
“PALACE... 


LISHU INTO 
BUYING $ 

WHATEVER | 

THEY WANT. 


HAVE YOU 
TAKEN 
A TURN 
AROUND 
THE 
CARAVAN 


I'LL GO 
ON THE 
LAST 


FROM WHAT 
І HEAR, ITS 
COMMON 
FOR THE 
EMPERORS 
FAVORITE 
TO SPEND 
MUCH MORE 
EXTRAVA- 
GANTLY. 


IT SEEMS 
THE CARAVAN 
THIS TIME 
CAME VIA 
THE DESERT 
AND PASSED 
THROUGH 
CONSORT 
GYOKUYO'S 
HOMELAND. 


THE JADE 
PALACES 
LADIES-IN- 
WAITING 
HAVE BEEN 
ADMIRING THE | 
HANDICRAFTS 
FOR SALE 
MOST 


THEY'LL BE 
COMING AGAIN 
TOMORROW, 
20 LET'S GET 
TODAY'S HAUL 
PUT AWAY. 


WOMEN WHO 
ARE MONETARILY 
COMPENSATED 
FOR THEIR 
WORK AS THE 
EMPERORS 
CONSORTS, 
CLOTHING AND 
FURNISHINGS 
ARE NECESSARY 
EXPENDITURES. 


THE 
NATIONAL 
TREASURV 


I DOUBT 
THEY'LL 
HAVE 
ANYTHING 
IN THE WAY 
OF MEDI- 
CINE... 


THEY'VE 
CERTAINLY 
BOUGHT 
ALOT OF 
SLEEVED 
ROBES AND 
SKIRTS THAT 
TIE RIGHT 
BELOW THE 
CHEST. 


SAID IT'S 
WHAT'S IN 


OUTFITS ARE 
CLEARLY 
NOT TO THE 
CONSORTS 
TASTES. 


OTHER 
TIME, SHE 
AND HER 
LADIES 
WOULDVE 
CHOSEN 
MUCH 
DIFFERENT 

DESIONS. 


IM SURE 
..WITH HER HER LADIES- 
PREGNANCY IN-WAITING 

MADE THEIR 


IN MIND. 
PURCHASES... 


DID THEY 
NOT CARRY 
ANY OTHER 
FASHIONS? 


CONSORT 
GYOKUYO 15 
NEARLY AT THE 
STAGE WHERE 
CLOTHING THAT 
REQUIRES TYING 
A SASH AROUND 
HER BELLY WILL 
START TO FEEL 
UNCOMFOKT- 
ABLE. 


CARAVAN'S | Зи 
1 FIVE-DAV pu 
4 SOJOURN Wei 


A ВІТ OF 
SPENDING 


š ه0‎ 


THE SIGHT N ` , omm 
| OF THEM ۱۷ МС WHATEVER OF THE 
16 ENOUGH წ i GOODS 
TO MAKE REMAIN 
THIS HER EYES სა AT THE 
CAREFREE SPARKLE. STALLS 


SISTER OR 
SOMETHING 
OF THE 
SORT. 


BESIDES, 
IM IN THE 
MARKET 
FOR 
TEA AND 
SPICES, 
NOT 
ACCES- 
SORIES. 


I HAD 
ANOTHER 
REASON 

FOR 
WAITING 
UNTIL THE 

LAST 

DAY... 


THEY THINK 
THEY CAN 
RIP ME OFF 
THAT EASILY, 
ТИЕУУЕ ФОТ 
ANOTHEK 
THING 
COMING! 


I WOULDN'T 
DREAM OF 

| FLAUNTING 

MY SPENDING 
MONEY IN 
FRONT OF 
AND XIAOLAN 
ABOVE LIKE THAT. 


YOU 
АЕЕМТ 
GOING ТО 
BUY HAIR 
TIES FOR 


ID 


M PZOMISED 


Br вири 
DOUBT THE 
GOODS FOR 
SALE HERE 
ARE PRICED 
FAIRLY. 


XIAOLAN TO 
JOIN HER 
TODAY, OF 
COURSE... 


THIS 15 
THE INNER 
COURT, 
FULL OF 
WOMEN 
WHO ARE 
IGNORANT 


4 
||| 
MI M/ „Ае 


№ ( f 
ШИ ез 


DECIDED 
TO COME 
AS WELL, 


XIAOLAN! A 


PROBABLY 
GOING TO 
BLOCK THE 
WAY HERE, 50 
WHY DON'T 
WE TALK 
К \ SOMEWHERE 


DID 
YOU GET 
TIME OFF 

TODAY TOO, 
2HISUI? 


PLEASE 
WRAP 
THESE 

THREE UP 

FOR ME, 

IF YOU 


j 9HE MAKES 


SHE'S 
WELL. 


HER HOME 
AT THE 
سا‎ 5 


HER 
THEY MUST NAME /5 
KNOW ЕАСИ |. SHISUL |) 
OTHER SINCE | 
THEY'RE BOTH 
MAIDS FOR THE 
LAUNDRY AND 
WARDROBE 
SERVICES. 


OOH, 
MOON- 
CAKESI 


I HAD NO 

IDEA THAT 
THEM CUI LITTLE MISS 
THEM OUT AD 
SPECIAL M 

FRIENDS! 


JUST FOR 
TODAY! 


QUACK WAS 


LADIES OF ESPECIALLY 
bea io WARY OF THE 
LOOK DOWN NEW FACES 
ON HIM JUST TO START 
FOR BEING WITH... 


A EUNUCH. 


BUT ONCE 
HE REALIZED 
THEY WOULD 
TREAT HIM 
WITHOUT 
PREJUDICE, 
HE WARMED 
TO THE TASK 
OF BEING A 
GRACIOUS 


THIS ISN'T 
THE KIND OF 
PLACE TO 
WHICH YOU'D 
NORMALLY 
INVITE 
EE ва HE HAS HIS 
OVER FOR 
tis "hg Y TEA AND A MOMENTS, 


HAVING A қ з 7 THIS GUY. 


GOOD TIME, 
TODAY 15 AN 
EXCEPTION. 


HEY, 
IS IT 
ALWAYS 


LIKE A 
ASSUMING FESTIVAL 
SHE CAME TO WHEN THE 


CARAVAN 
COMES? 


THE PALACE 
AROUND WHEN 


SHE'S CONSORT 
BEEN LOULAN 
JOINED 


LIKE THEY 
STAYED 
А LOT 
LONGER 
THAN 
USUAL. 


I HEAR IT'S 
BECAUSE AN 
EMISSARY 
FROM A 
FOREION 
LAND WILL 
BE ARRIVINO 
SOON. 


E 


Mia) 


«THERE'S A 
STRANGE ODOR 
COMING FROM 

THE NORTH 

SIDE LATELY. 
YOU WOULDN'T 

HAPPEN TO KNOW 
ANYTHING ABOUT 
THAT, WOULD 
YOU? 


THE 
WATER- 
WORKS 
OF THE 

INNER 

COURT 

UTILIZE 
WESTERN 
TECHNOL- 


Ez 


A 
SS 
rad 
= 
UNDERGROUND 
CHANNELS AND 
OUT INTO THE 
GREAT RIVER 
THIS 15 INSTEAD 
HOW THEY OF BEING 
PREVENT THE DUMPED INTO 
SPREAD OF THE MOAT, AS B 
DISEASE IN I UNDERSTAND 
SUCH A IT. 
LARGE 
FAMILY. 


Ра 4 


IM 
GLAD SHE 
CHANGED 

THE 
SUBJECT. 


А STRANGE 
ODOR, HMM? 
THAT PART OF 
THE GROUNDS 

IS RATHER 
NEGLECTED 
AND HAS BEEN 
ALLOWED TO 
GROW WILD... 


ФО 
РЕЕНАРФ А 
WATERWAY'2 
GOTTEN 
CLOGGED? 


SHISUI, 
DOES YOUR 
WORK TAKE 
YOU TO THE 

NORTH 


HEH HEH 
HEH! THE 
GRASSES 
GROW WILD 
AND THICK 
THERE! 


BUT IF ONE 
OF THOSE 
OUTGOING 
CHANNELS 
BECAME 
CLOGGED... 


THEN ITS 
POSSIBLE 
FOR THE 
SMELL TO 
REACH THE 
SURFACE. 


AND THAT 
MEANS INSECTS 
GALORE! SO I'VE 
GOTTEN TO DRAW 

A WHOLE BUNCH/ 
\ IT’S THE BEST! 


THEY 
LOOK LIKE 
SCIENTIFIC 
DIAGRAMS. 


EGO CASES 
OF PRAYING 
MANTISES ARE 


EXCELLENT FOR 


APHRODISIACS, 
WHILE EARTH- 
WORMS ARE 
EFFECTIVE IN 
REDUCING 
FEVERS. 


FOR 
FINDING ANY 
NUMBER OF 

HUUUUGE 
SPIDERS! 


INSECTS 
AND THEIR 
BYPRODUCTS 


| CAN BE USED IN 


MEDICINES AS 
INGREDIENTS, 
AND MANY ARE 
EXTREMELY 
POTENT. 


AND 
WHILE YOU 
WON'T FIND 
THEM IN THE 
SOUTHERN 
ORCHARDS, 
WHICH ARE 


SPIDERS 

ARE HARD 
TO COLLECT, 

«ВИТ 50 1 HAVE 
THEIR SILK YET TO TRY 
15 SAID TO ВЕ iT OUT FOR 


^ IM AN EFFECTIVE MYSELF... 
Py, WAY TO STOP 


BLEEDING. 


7 WOULD 
YOU LIKE 


| WITH 


THEIR 


АТ 175 END, 
THE CARAVAN | 
DEPARTED. 


HEY, 
HOW DO 
YOU WRITE 
“STINK”? 


一 一 一 —— 


THE OILS 
IMPORTED 
FROM 


GUESS NAIL 


THE WEST COLORING 
THE SMELLS ARE PAR- /є A THING 
ARE FINE ON TICULARLY OF THE 


н SIKNGS. SINCE THE || PAST, AND 


BUT WITH 6 > 
MANY MIXED SN аа 
TOGETHER, 
IT KEALLY ITS WAY, NEW FAD 
THE INNER TO GO : 
COURT CRAZY N 
HAS BEEN OVER. ЕС 
AWASH IN ს 


PERFUME 


WITH ALL THE 
GARMENTS 
SLATHERED 
IN VARIOUS |) | 
FRAGRANCES ў "تت‎ 
COMING HERE | 

TO ВЕ CLEANED, 
THE LAUNDRY 

STINKS TO HIGH 

HEAVEN. 


THE 
POPULARITY 
OF THAT 
NOVEL 15 
STILL GOING 


...50 
ХАО АМ  STRONO... 


STUDIES 
CONTINUE. 


HERE 
I Was 
SURE SHE 
WOULPNT 
STICK 
WITH 


N TERRIBLY 
IMPRES- | 


ლლლი = = 
(em Vem ўша Vern ча 23533: 


96 YOU 
К oar 


BUT 
CONCENTRATED 
ROSE OIL 
CAN HAVE 
AN ADVERSE 
EFFECT ON 
PREGNANT 
WOMEN, 20... 


1 BET IF 
I WERE TO 
SELL IT NOW, 


I COULD MAKE | 31 
ў 


A KILLING ON 
THE PERFUME 


OI I 
EXTRACTED 
BEFORE... 


JUST LOST 
MY HEAD. 


I TRULY 
THOUGHT 
YOU WERE A 
WOMAN WITH 
A BIT MORE 


GOES AROUND 
one ‘INDISCRIMINATELY 
CAN BE SNIFFING THE 
sie Gime. LADIES OF THE 
WITHOUT THEIR 
CONSENT... 


REACH ONES 
SUPERIORS. 


fii d à I SHALL 
I DON’T { 14 ОВТАІМ 
WANT А j CONSENT 
GENUINE - : PRIOR TO 
PERVERT 4 А SMELLING 
CALLING ANYONE 


ME THAT. NEXT 
| J TIME. 


DERANGED 
PERVERT?! 


MY 
COURSE OF 
ACTION WAS 
IM NECESSARY 
GLAD IT ТО DISPEL 
JINSHI І НАР LEFT. 


RUNNING. 


I DID 
WHAT I DID 
FOR GOOD 

REASON. 


THESE 
ARE THE 
PERFUMES 
AND OILS THE 


LADIES OF THE {/ 
INNER COURT | 


HAVE BEEN 
| WEARING. 


ІШ 


THEY'RE 
ALL FRA- 
GRANCES. 


THEY AREN'T 
BEING USED 
IN SIGNIFICANT 

QUANTITIES. 


THESE 
SCENTS 
CAN ALL 
DO HARM TO 
WOMEN WHO 
ARE WITH 


IT'S ALL 
RIGHT. DO 


JASMINE 
CAN CAUSE THE 
THE WOMB TO 
..90 IT'S CONTRACT... 
THOUGHT 
TO BE BEST 
AVOIDED WHEN 
PREGNANT. 


HOT PEPPERS 
ARE A COMMON 
INGREDIENT IN 
THE POTIONS 
PROSTITUTES 
DRINK TO ABORT 
UNWANTED 
PREGNANCIES. 


IN ADDITION 
TO PERFUME 
OILS, THE 
CARAVAN WAS 
ALSO SELLING 
SPICES AND 
TEAS. 


I BOUGHT 
THESE 
FROM 
THERE 
MYSELF. 


AND 
THAT'S 


ARE VOU 
SAVING THE 
USE OF THESE 
INCREASES THE 
LIKELIHOOD OF 

A MISCAR- 
RIAGE? 


WHY THEY 
WERE 
BROUGHT 
INTO THE 

PALACE. 


USED IN 
AVERAGE, 
EVERYDAY NONE OF 

QUANTITIES, THEM ARE 
THEY'RE || CERTAIN TO 

HARMLESS. WORK. 


PERHAPS 
I ALLOWED 


І SHOULD'VE 


MYSELF TO REALIZED 
GET TOO WHEN I 
WRAPPED MADE MY 
UP IN THE PURCHASES. 

FESTIVE 
ATMO- 


SPHERE. 


CAN 
YOU LOOK 
INTO THE 
or ме 
О САМ 
| COURSE... АМР МЕМТ 
WITH THE 
..BUT I CARAVAN? ) 
VERY MUCH 
DOUBT THEY 
THEMSELVES 7 


WE KEEP 
INSPECTED EXHAUSTIVE 
EVERYTHING er 
THAT WAS 
BROUGHT IN, WARES. 


YOU KNOW. 


Sa THEMGOODS 
| PRESENTED 


„ეას“ 一 m 
THAT. ONE 


ЗИД М Een: 
А % = ВЕЕМШР:ТО 
WOULD HAVE = Ala 
Ва _ SNUFF FOR 
FEOMTHE-— > 2 | N 
INEPECTORS ||. STR | 


5 TANDROINT. Á 
Cs 5 MM 


BEHIND A 

NUMBER 

OF THE 

„ЕКО ITEMS... 
AN UNKNOWN 
SIDE EFFECT. 


DOES THIS 
NOT REMIND 
VOU OF THE 
INCIDENT 
WITH THE 
TOXIC FACE 


BECAUSE OF 
IT, PRINCESS 
LINGLI FELL 
GRAVELY 
ILL, WHILE 
THE CROWN 
ALL FACE PRINCE, 
POWDERS CONSORT 
MADE WITH LIHUAS SON, 
ებები... LEAD HAVE LOST HIS 
TELLING ME SINCE BEEN 
BANNED AT 
SOMEONE ს THE INNER 
OUT THERE 15 | 
PLOTTING 
TO BRING 
POISONS INTO 
THE INNER 


PERHAPS A 
MERCHANT WAS 
EMBOLDENED 
TO THINK THEY 


ONLY KNOW 
THERE ARE 
MANY THINGS 
“вит NOT ALL Ñ, THAT CAN ВЕ 
' USED #5 
OF THEM ARE A DAE 
TREATED AS fa 
SUCH. 


COULD BRING 
IN ANYTHING 
OTHER THAN 

FACE POWDER. 


I SIMPLY 
BELIEVE IT 
WOULD BE 

WISE TO WARN 
THE OTHER 
CONSORTS 

AS WELL. 


HOWEVER; 
1 CANT. GO WAS ALSO 
AHEAD AND n 4 THE ISSUE 
DECLARE ) WITH THE 
THERE ТО BE CLOTHING 
A MASTERMIND » ED а 
AT WORK HERE Y SALE. 
EITHER. 


PERHAPS 


THEY WERE 
IF | TRYING TO 
DORA ANYONE || FIGURE 


AT THE OUT...‏ لپ 
ОДОМ RIGHT EE‏ 

COURT 

15 WITH 

CHILD. 


–) ლ 
YOU ET | 
MUSTN'T < S ~ > 
SPECULATE раў 
ALOHD pe 
4 وه‎ 
Ti 
HOW MUCH 
15 TRULY 
УР. SPECULATION, 
AND HOW 
LI MUCH 15 
/ Е CERTAINTY? 
N 


IT JUST 
REMINDS DELIBERATE 
ME OF 
THAT 
FATEFUL 


THESE 
SEEMING 
COINCI- 
DENCES 
ALIGNING 
TO MAKE 
SOMETHING 


OCCUR... 


SUIRE!, 
| THE LADY 
OFFICIAL 


LIFE, HAS 
YET TO BE 
FOUND. 


AND MANY 
MYSTERIES 
INVOLVING 
HER STILL 
REMAIN. 


INOT 
1 BEEN 
WOULD ACON- 
IF THE (С з) HAVE SORTS 
PERFUME (“АЎ НАР МО MAID... 
OILS HADN'T INTEREST 
CAUGHT ON | IN THE 
ЖАЗ HAVE AT THE INNER CARAVAN 
BEEN THE يسو‎ Z 
ONLY TIME MIGHT NOT 
THEY EVER EVEN HAVE 
HAD THIS ით ud 
PARTICULAR ae 8 
ASSORTMENT 
OF GOODS. 


I CAN'T 
TELL THE 
INTENTIONAL 
APART 
FKOM THE 
COINCIDENTAL. 


EVEN IF | 
IT LOOKS 

LIKE I'M 
RUNNING 
AWAY... 


«ІО CANT 
STAND THE 
THOUGHT 
OF PUNISH- 
MENT BEING 


. BASED ОМ 
SOMETHING т ONE: 
ŻAID WITHOUT 
ANY PROOF. 


THIS 
15 THE 
JASMINE 
TEA SHISU/ 


OLD DAYS, 
MY SISTERS 
AT VERDIGRIS 
WOULD ALLOW 
ME TO DRINK 
THIS WITH 
THEM WHEN 
THEY HAD NO 
PATRONS. 


THOUGHT 
VOU SAID 
THAT 
TEA WAS 
POISON. 


POISONS 
IN SMALL 
QUANTI- 
TIES CAN 
ALSO HAVE 
MEDICINAL 
USES. 


BESIDES, 
A CUP OF 
THE STUFF 

ISN'T GOING 

TO DO MUCH 

TO ME. 


MUST 
YOU 
ВЕ SO 
NITPICKY 
ABOUT 
EVERY- 
THING? 


I DARESAY 
THIS IS HARPLV 
THE PLACE FOR 
SOMEONE OF 
VOUR STANDING, 
SIR JINSHI. 


I'M NOT 
PREGNANT 
EITHER. 


WHITE TEA 
INSTEAD. 


WHAT 
KIND OF 
EFFECTS 


DOES THIS 
TEA HAVE? 


IT CAN 


IT CAN HELP RELAXING 


HAVE AN WITH BOTH THE MIND. 
ADVERSE 
INSOMNIA AND 
EFFECT 
DURING WAKING UP IN 
BUT WHEN THE MORNING. 
გ PREG- 
IT'S TIME TO NANCY. 
GIVE BIRTH, І ES 
HEAR IT CAN 


BE USED TO 
PROMOTE 


THAT'2 WHY 
IT'S SO EASY 
TO OVERLOOK 
THE HARMFUL 
SIDE EFFECTS. 


I TOLD 

|| You THE 
D WEAK TEA 
WAS FINE. 


JASMINE 
TEA 


ALSO HAS 
ANOTHER 
KIND OF 
EFFECT. 


FOR MEN IN 
PARTICULAR, 
IMPOTENCE. 


THE IRONY 
HITS TOO 
HARD FOR 


ocak, 
WONDER 
IF WE 
HAVE ANY | 


SNACKS... (Y) 


I WONDER 
WHAT'2 
BECOME 
OF HER. 


„AND 
HAD BEEN 
EXCHANGING 
LETTERS 
WITH THE 
OFFICIAL 
WHO HAD 
GIVEN IT 
TO HER. 


«SHE 
MUSTVE 
BEEN 
A VERY 
CAPABLE 
WOMAN 
WHOSE 
WORK 
SPOKE 
FOR 
ITSELF. 


A COURT 
LADY'S GONE 
MISSING? 


FROM WHAT 
І HEAR, SHE'D 
JUST ABOUT 
COMPLETED 
HER TERM OF 
SERVICE AND 
WAS PLANNING 
TO LEAVE SINCE 
SHE'D SAVED UP 
ENOUGH FOR 
HER DOWRY. 


SO IT 
SEEMS. 


RECEIVED MISSING 


A HAIRPIN LADY... 
AT ONE 
OF THE 
GARDEN 
BANQUETS 
THE YEAR 


FOR AN 
AVERAGE 
LADY OF 


...ТО ВЕ THE COURT, 


ALLOWED ONE NOT 
OUTSIDE IN SERVICE 
THE INNER 7 


COURT AS RANKING 
AN AIDE... CONSORT... 


THE INNER 
COURT, WITH 
/Те 2,000 
WOMEN 
MILLING 
ABOUT, 
HAS A DARK 
SIDE ALL 
ТЕ OWN. 


tt 
SS 


STORIES 
ABOUT 
MISSING 


„რი WOMEN | LADIES 
USUALLY WHO GO | A AREN'T 
FOUND MISSING UNHEARD 

DEAD > 4 
SEVERAL 


SOME 
TAKE THEIR 
UNDER- LIVES AS A 
RESULT OF 
eg CONFLICTS 
WITH OTHER 
2 WOMEN OF 
COURT. 
B cane N PRIOR NOTICE 
OF ESCAPINO Wi К A SERIOUS FOR FAMILY 
n 3 INVESTI- ۱ REASONS. 
THIS GARDEN || Baron, | 
WITH IT& HIGH е 
WALLS AND 
DEEP MOAT. 


رر رس سر پر با پس سا 


BUT THE 
HAD MISSING 
ALREADY WOMAN 


WILD — 


SEEN THIS 
SPECU- | P OUT НЕК TIME... 
LATION I 2 ES CONTRACT 
ABOUNDS. Wa IM AND WAS (5 
| « ФЕТ ТО TAS 
| JW MARRY. | 
| ZU 


WHAT AN 


ა 
š 
ü 
$ 
š 


< 
N 
Š 
š 
u 


Ë 
< 
& 


IT 
WOULD 
ROUSE 
SUSPICION 
IF SHE 
“ФО THE STAYED 
CONSORT INDOORS 


THE GETS OUT ALL THE 
LOCATION LIKE THIS TIME... 
AND HER EVERY 
CLOTHES NOW AND 

HAVE BEEN THEN TO 

CHOSEN BE SEEN. 
WITH 
CARE... 


THOSE 
WHO'D BE 


...20 NO 
PASSEKSBY 


LIKELY TO x rey BE 
NOTICE ABLE TO 
prend TELL SHE'S 

Fr WITH CHILD AT 
შია apy A GLANCE. 

DONE SO 


OR NOT 
THEY BEAR 
HER ANY ILL 
WILL. 


SHALL. A 
/ 
WE HEAD la 


INSIDE, / 
/ 


PREGNANT 


AND THE 
COMES TO EMPEROR'S 
THE ЈАРЕ FAVORITE 
PALACE A AND ALL. 

LITTLE TOO 
OFTEN, IF 
YOU ASK 


(| SOMETHING 7 


MUST BE 


I'M FAIRLY 
CERTAIN JINSHI 
PERIODICALLY 
MEETS WITH 
OTHERS 
BESIDES 
PRINCIPAL 
CONSORTS. 


I DON’T 
SEE WHAT 
HARM 
THERE 
IS... 


SAY NOTHING 

OF THE SORT! 

IT WOULDN'T 

DO FOR ME TO TALKING 

OVERSTAY MY HERE. 
WELCOME. 


PLEASE Y М 
LEAVE M : 
THESE 全 $ 

TWO TO IT, | || PRINCESS 

CONSORT | HAS BEGUN 

GYOKUYO. TO SQUALL. 


WHILE HER 
LOOKS AND 
PERSON- 
ALITY MAKE 
SHE'S HER SEEM 
STILL MORE 
BRIMMING MATURE 
WITH THE THAN HER 
CURIOS- YEARS... 
ITY OF 
YOUTH. 


BUT 
SHES 
JUST A 
YOUNG 
WOMAN 
OF 20. 


THE 
CONSORT 
MAY BE 
PREGNANT 
WITH HER 
SECOND 
CHILD... 


AT 


LEAST THEN 


THE QVACK 


WOULD BRING 
US TEA AND 


SNACKS 
WHENEVER 
HE FELT 
LIKE IT. 


JUST FOR 49 


НЕ ФЕМТ 
EVERYONE 
AWAY, І 
DOUBT 
THEKE'LL 
BE TEA. 


THEY'D 
FINISHED 
WITH THE 
VOLUMES, 

THEY GAVE 
THEM TO THEIR 
LAUIES-IN- 
WAITING TO 
READ... 


| WRITTEN 
COPIES EVEN БХ 


STARTED TO | / ...AND FROM 
CIRCULATE... | NN. S / WHAT І HEAR, 


THEY IN TURN 


AND 
MANY WERE 
INSPIRED TO 
LEARN HOW 
TO READ AND 
WRITE TOO. 


BEGAN TO 
READ THE 
BOOKS 
ALOUD TO 
THE MAIDS 
BELOW 
THEM. 


— WE TOOK 
OURSELVES 
OFF TO THE 
HEAD EUNUCHS 
CHAMBERS, 
THE PLACE WE 
GO WHENEVER 
THERES 
SOMETHING 
TO DISCUSS 
THAT JINSHI 
DOESN'T WANT 
THE CONSORT 
PRIVY TO. 


SO WHAT | 
WAS IT YOU 
WISHED TO | 


DISCUSS? 


YOU'RE 
AWARE OF 
THE EMPEROR 
RECENTLY GIVING 
A NOVEL TO ALL 
HIS LADIES FOR 
THEIR READING 
PLEASURE? 


IN THE CITY, 
I BELIEVE 
THEY CALL IT A 
‘CALLIGRAPHY 
INSTITUTE.” 


ACTUALLY, 


LAUNDRY... 


THE PLAN 
IS ONLY AT 
THE INITIAL 
STAGES, BUT 
I'M THINKING 
OF TRYING 
TO HAVE 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS 
MADE. 


50 
IN OTHER 
WORDS, A 

| SCHOOL. 


ARE YOU 
UNWELL, 


RESTLESS 4 XTAOMAO? М, 


МОМ. 


UNUSUALLY | ? 
IMPRESSED 
FOR 


REALLY IS 
A DYED-IN- 
THE-WOOL 


MASOCHIST. 


REACTION 
| 15 THAT? 


WELL-BRED HANDY EVEN 
AND NAIVE AFTER THEY 
TO MAKE ..90 | COMPLETE 
OUT THE I THINK THEIR TERM 
FINAL ITS A OF SER- 

HURPLES. GREAT VICE... 


AND 
HE MUST 
KNOW THAT, 
OTHERWISE 


HES TOO 


WILL LEARN 
SKILLS THAT 
WILL COME IN 


HE WOULDN'T 


BE ASKING 
ME FOR MY 
OPINION. 


IN 
CONCEPT, 
AT ANY 
RATE. 


O 


I CANNOT 
SPEAK TO 
THEM ALL, 
BUT MANY 
AMONO 
THEM ARE 
PROUD AND 
HAUGHTY... 


THE OPEN 
SPACE ON THE 
SOUTH SIDE 
THAT YOU'VE 
EARMARKED 
FOR THE 
BUILDING WILL 
BE CONVENIENT 
FOR BRINGING 
IN MATERIALS 
AND SUCH... 


“ЭО THEY 
MAY NOT 


BE BEST IT’S ALSO 
PLEASED Е 
171717 AT THE IDEA РУ THE MAIN 
GATE AND 15 A 
MAY EVEN OF LOWLY, PRIME LOCATION 
HAVE THEIR ILLITERATE FOR CONSORTS 
SERVANTS MAIDS... OF THE UPPER 
HANG AND MIDDLE 
AROUND AND COMING RANKS TO 
HARASS THE TOGETHER ASSEMBLE. 
STUDENTS. TO LEARN 
TO NEW 


THINGS. 


mi PERHAPS 
I SHOULD 
BUILD IT 
IN THE 
NORTH 
INSTEAD. 


«МІНУ 
NOT MAKE AND 
|| IT SOUND INSTEAD OF 
( JNSIFVOWRE PRESENTING 
INVITING THE IT AS A 
MAD? ТОРО SCHOOL... 
VOCATIONAL 
TRAINING? 


YOU'LL 
PULL IN 
MORE 
ATTENDEES 
IF THEY 
KNOW IT 
WILL HELP 
THEM MAKE 
A LIVING 
LATER. 


IF THEY'RE 
UNSURE WHEN 
SNACKS ARE ON 
OFFER, THEY'LL 
COME EVERY 
DAY TO AVOID 
MISSING THEM. 


ALSO, 
I DON’T 
THINK A 
SPECIAL 
LOCATION IS 
NECESSARY 
FOR THIS. 


RENOVATINO 
ONE OF 
THE MANY 
BUILDINGS 
ALREADY 
THERE 
WOULD 
PO JUST 


1 SUGGEST 
YOU OFFER 
SNACKS 
FROM TIME 
TO TIME 
TOO. 


] WOULP BE 


IMPRUDENT 
FOR HIM 
TO ACCEPT 


THIS 
IS ALL 
SIMPLY MY 
PERSONAL 


OPINION, 
EVERYTHING Us 
I SAY 
WITHOUT 
QUESTION, 


FO 4 

501 | mal 4 

“THERE. 4 l м 3 
АА MI WT 


THERE 

IS ONE 

OTHER 
THING гр 
LIKE TO 
DISCUSS. 


BUT 
WAS THIS 


...REALLY 
DESERVING 
OF THE 
PURPOSEFUL 
CHANGE IN 
LOCATION? 


DO YOU KNOW 
MUCH ABOUT 
MUSHROOMS? 


BUT 
THEY CAN 
ALSO HAVE 
GREAT 
MEDICINAL 


HAVE BEEN 
KNOWN TO 
IGNORE OUR 
WARNINGS 
AND GET 
FOOD 
POISONING 
BY EATING 
THEM. 


MANY MUSH- 
ROOMS ARE 
POISONOUS... 


THEY CAN 
BE USED 


IN BOTH 
FOOD AND 
MEDICINAL 
PREPARA- 


MOUNTAINS A 
FEW TIMES 


WE 


ALSO, IT EVEN HAD 
SEEMS FRUIT Зара WELL, 
REGULARLY THEM WITH Eom 
GOES THE PHYSICIAN 
MISSING IN HIS OFFICE GLUTTONS 
FROM THE LAST YEAR. IN EVERY 
ORCHARDS. WALK OF 


FOR THE 


Rep Во Й | MUSHROOMS 
| 8 
е. POISONOUS. 
OF THE 
FRUIT FOR 
A BETTER 


HARVEST. 


..I WOULD 
LIKE YOU TO 
SEARCH OUT 
..BEFORE AND DISPOSE 
ANY OF ANYTHING 
COURT POISONOUS IF 
LADIES POSSIBLE... 
CAN BE 
ENTICED 
INTO MAKING 
THE MISTAKE 
OF EATING 


AND IN 
THE EVENT 
THAT YOU DO 
COME ACROSS 


SOMETHINO 
TOXIC, I WISH 
TASTING THE TO BE INFORMED 
СОМФОЕТФ OF WHAT KIND 


MEALS ASIDE, 
YOU'LL TAKE 
LEAVE FROM 
YOUR DUTIES 
AT THE JADE 
PALACE FOR 
THE DURATION 

OF THIS 
JOB. 


OF POISONS 
THEY MIGHT 


BETTER 
YET, 
IF THIS 
INVESTI- 
CATION 
რ. /Є TO 
THINK | OCCUPY 
IT WOULD ALL MY 
THE HAVE BEEN TIME... 
SENSE bY! FASTER TO 
THERE'S | ДА EXPLAIN IT 
ZOME- / то BOTH № 
THING i ME AND МУ ВА SUITABLE 
MORE ბ \\ LADY AT \ FOR 
Б ONCE. | CONSORT 


AT PLAV ۱١١ ١ ФУОКИУОФ 
HERE... Ж სა სსს LR EARS... 


BUT 
I'M NOT 
50 DUMB 
AS TO 
INTERRUPT 
SUCH A 
TANTALIZING 


REQUEST 
WITH MY 
QUERIES. 


EVEN AT THE 
INNER COURT, 
THERE ARE 
DESIGNATED 
PLACES FOR 

ADMIRING 


THERE 
ars aso FRE 


ORCHARDS 
AND PINE ТЕРЕ 
THICKETS. 


THAT THE 
WEATHER 
15 TURNING 


UNPLEAS- 
IM SURE ANTLY 


THEKE'LL BE WARM AND 
ALL KINDS OF HUMID... 
MUSHROOMS 
POPPING UP/ 


START? 


I DOUBT 
ILL SPOT ANY 
MOONLIGHT 
MUSHROOMS 
HERE AT 
THE INNER 
COURT. 


ОК WOULDN'T 
TO THE GO SOME- 
SOUTHERN WHERE THE 
SIDE, WHERE GARDENERS 
THE PALACES OFTEN 
OF THE TEND... 
HIGHER-RANKING 
CONSORTS AND 
THE BUILDINGS 
THEY FREQUENT 
ARE LOCATED. 


A 
IN 


BUT WHILE- 
---MOONLIGHT OYSTER 
MUSHROOMS MUSHROOMS. 
ARE MORE GROW JUST= 
COMMONLY ABOUT ANY- 
FOUND IN THE WHERE... 
MOUNTAINS. 


CONTRAST, 
THERE ARE 
ALOT OF 
RUN-DOWN 


MOONLIGHT 
MUSHROOMS 
NW ARE 

ESPECIALLY 
| HARD то 
DISTINGUISH. 


+ УЄТЕК AND 


EDIBLE 
ONES 
FROM THE 
ONES THAT (Л 
CAN KILL 


EVEN BACK 
IN THE PLEASURE 
DISTRICT, THERE 

WERE SEVERAL 
CASES OF WOMEN 
GETTING FOOD 
POISONING FROM 
EATING MUSHROOMS 
THEYD BEEN GIVEN 
AS GIFTS BY THEIR 
PATRONS. 


IF 
A WOMAN 
OF THE 2 
COURT WAS em 
LOOKING 
TO PICK 
MUSHROOMS 


MUSH- 
APART THE pooys 


>” 
2) 


PERHAPS 
THE LEAKED 
SEWAGE 15 
NOURISHING 

THE MUSH- 


AND 
MAKING IT 
EASY FOR 

THEM TO 

GROW 


THIS IS THE 
PLACE WITH 
THE STRANGE 
SMELL THAT 

SHISU] WAS 

TALKING 


SOME THAT 
COULD BE 
<| USED IN 
— /À MEDICINES 
TOO. 


І HAVE WHAT AN 


RETURNED! INCREDIBLY ARE ALL 
PRODUC- POISONOUS, 
TIVE DAY! $0 PLEASE 


по $ 
NEARLV YOU SMELL WHOA! BACK! 


DINNER, 

so GO 
CHANGE 
AND GET 


LV. 
ss CLEANED 


BAD TOO? Hey! 


PICKED 
UP THAT 
ODD 
STENCH. 


ЭО 
I HOPE 
WE DIDN'T 
RUSH YOU. 


A BLACK 
RIBBON 


DINNER 
TONIGHT. 


ARE WE 
GOING 
TOA 
FUNERAL, 
THEN? 


SUPPOSED 
TO TAKE A 
FLOWER FOR 
OFFERING 
FROM THOSE 
LADIES -IN- 


SWOLLEN 
FOR A 
RASH. 


THAT SCAR 
REMINDS 
ME OF... 


THE 
DECEASED 
WAS THE 


THEY SAY 


SHE FELL dc 
ILL ABOUT MID-RANKINO 
A VEAR AGO CONSORTS 
AND NEVER AND THE 
LEFT HER DAUGHTER OF 
seems ROOMS. A DIGNITARY. 


FOOD 
POISON- 
ING 15 
WHAT DID 
HER IN. 


72 


ТО HEAR 
YOU CO SO 
FAR AS TO 
SAV THAT. 


HIS 
MAJESTY 
NEVER ONCE 
CALLED ON 
HER. SURELV 
ALL SHE HAD 
TO DO WAS 
SAY THE 
WORD, AND 
SHE WOULD 
HAVE BEEN 
ALLOWED 
TO RETURN 
HOME. 


."СОМФОЕТ 
GYOKUYO HAD 
ALREADY BEEN 
WE POISONED ONCE 
SUSPECT BEFORE YOUR 


LADY JIN ARRIVAL. 
MIGHT 
HAVE 
BEEN 
BEHIND 
IT... 


OF COURSE 
HONGNIANG 
WOULDN'T 
MOURN 
Q SOMEONE 
IF ANYTHING, WHO MIGHT'VE 
THIS SITUATION HARMED HER 
ONLY BRINGS . MISTRESS. 
HER RELIEF. _- 


I CANT 
SAY WITH 
CEKTAINTY 
THAT LADY | 
GYOKUYO 


CONSORT 
GYOKUYO, 


WHOSE 
LIFE МАУ | | 
HAVE BEEN 
DIED FROM 6 n. TARGETED 
INGESTING 


AGAINST LADY JIN... 
JIN, DIDN'T 


POISON HER. 


POISONOUS 
MUSH- 
ROOMS? 


NO WONDER 
THEN THAT 
JINSHI WAS 

50 ADAMANT 

ABOUT ASKING 
ME IN PRIVATE 

TO IDENTIFY 


15 
NOW 


AND COLLECT 
THE POISON HEAVILV 
MUSHROOMS. PREG- 
NANT, 


BE EVEN 
WARIER 
THAN USUAL 


THEIR 
ATTITUDES 
TOWARD 


WOULD CONSORTS р 
мо CHANGE... LADIES KNEW AND COURT 
y: THAT THEIR LADIES. | 
CONSORT 
WAS UNDER 


SUSPICION... 


EINST JINSHI WAS 
SHE HAD ა 
ANYTHING I ОНА 
TO DO LITTLE TOO % 
WITH IT, | хо OPENLY WITH 1/4 
THOUGH. ei ‚ CONSORT у 
© GYOKUYO...9 | 


..BUT IT 
AND THE اا‎ LOOKS 


LADIES š . LIKE HE 
OF THE POISONING > WAS BEING 


TAKES TIME № - /MPARTIAL, 


..SIMPLY JADE 
"RENT “PALACE AND EFFOKT, if AFTER | 


шой ... ` E 
FOR THAT | 
KIND OF DISCOVERED | 
TREACH- 15 HIGH 

ERY. | 


ВИТ ОЕ 

COURSE, 

І 77 
DO IT. 


ін IF 
I WONDER тымы ქ : мен WAS 
WHAT. “ — | TRYING TO 
EXACTLY | 7 1⁄4 : GAUGE МУ 
LAPY ) 26 $i : REACTION TO 
JIN WAS | ) : > = THE POISON 
POISONED |- | ` = MUSHROOM 
| У +) JOB OUT OF 
: SUSPICION... 


ДАН 
HAVE ТО 
SAY IM 
RATHER 
PROUD 
OF HIM 
JINSHI WILL | v/||| ам? NOT 


TELL ME. —Ç | АГА 
- q DISAP- 


POINTED. 


Г, 7 
и //, 2 ы 


COMING 
TO 
your 


WEALTHY 
MERCHANT 
FAMILY... 


SHE 
WAS SAID 
TO HAVE A 


PLEASANT 
NATURE, 
PROMPTING 


AN HIS IMPERIAL 7 


ILLNESS 
29 nue 
š THE WOMAN 
BEHIND THE 
UPROAR WAS 

A LOW- 

RANKING 

CONSORT. 


FINDING 
CONTINUES EM 
OUTSIDE OF 
TO RECEIVE THE PALACE 
A STIPEND WOULD LIKELY 
FROM THE HAVE BEEN 
INNER COURT, 
IMPOSSIBLE 
PROBABLY FOR HER, 
з DUE ТО THE EVEN /F 
ЖЕЛ 22 SHE HAD 
P | COMPASSION. RETURNED 


IT WOULD 


..BEHAVE || НЕК... 


ВЕ NATURAL 
ТО ASSUME AS SHE 
THAT LAPV 217 АТ 
TIN WAS LADY JIN'S 
BEHIND THE FUNERAL? 
WOMAN'S 


ILLNESS. 


5 


... THE 
SORES 
PRESENT 
ON BOTH 
THE LOWER 
CONSORT AND 

LADY JIN 
CORPSE... 


OF A CEKTAIN. 
SOMETHING. 


N 
S 
Е 
ES 


MUSHROOM 
IS DEADLY 
POISONOUS. 


moo Í G 


I FOUND 
IT INA 
THICKET 


IN THE 
GROUNDS 
TO THE 
NORTH. 


A TINV 
FRAGMENT OF 
IT IS ENOUGH 
TO BE FATAL 
IF INGESTED. 


IT GROWS 
AROUND DEAD 
BROADLEAF 


IT DIDN'T 
CATCH MY 
EYE RIGHT 
AWAY SINCE 
IT SPROUTS 
Н CONSIDERING UP 50 
HOW LETHAL IT | | RARELY... 
15, IM GLAD 
I WAS ABLE 
TO FIND IT. 


DO AVOID 
BRINGING 
YOUR FACE 
TOO CLOSE 
TO IT... 


OR 
ELSE 
YOU'LL 
END UP 
LOOKING 
LIKE 


THAT 
THICKET, 
LEFT TO 
GROW 
WILD FOR 
«MUST'VE YEARS AND 
PROVIDED YEARS... B 
THE IDEAL 


| ENVIRONMENT 


FOR THIS |) 
MUSHROOM | 
TO THRIVE B 


I RINSED 
OFF RIGHT 


THE ANGR 
RED SCAR 
REMAINED. 


TO THINK 
OF IT, І 
HAVEN'T 
SHOWN 
THESE 
TO HIM 
BEFORE. 


I MADE 
THE 
MISTAKE 
OF 
TOUCHING 
IT, ONLY 
TO END 


UP LIKE | 


20. 


HIS FACE 
LOOKS 
STRANGELY 


A TOUCHED 


ONCE, 
LONG AGO, 
I CAME 
ACROSS IT 
WHILE OUT 
PICKING 
HERBS WITH 
MY FATHER. 


I'VE 
WONDERED 
AT THESE 
BANDAGES 
YOU ALWAYS 
SEEM TO BE 
WEARING. 


THEY HIDE 
MORE SCARS 
FROM THAT 


ANYWAY, 
THAT'2 NOT 
WHAT'2 
IMPORTANT 
HERE RIGHT 


I DARESAY 
SHE'D BEEN 
POISONED 
BY THIS 
MUSHROOM. 


У І ATTENDED 
THE FUNERAL 
OF THE 
CONSORT 
LADY JIN 
YESTERDAY. 


HER 
CORPSE 
HAD FACIAL 
BLISTERS, 
AND HER 
HAIR HAD 
FALLEN 
OUT. 


mm HER FACE 
BROKE OUT 
IN SORES, 
AND SHE 
LOST THE 
ABILITY 
ТО SPEAK 
COHEK- 
ENTLY. 


PERHAPS 
JEALOUS 
OF OTHER 
LOWER 
CONSORTS 
WHO CAUGHT 
THE EMPEROR'S 
EYE AND HAD 
THE LUCK 


7 ТО ВЕ 
.“ФИЕФ 
POISON CALLED 
THEM. ON... 
IN THE 
COURSE 
HERSELF OF HER 
COULD HAVE REPEATED 
COME INTO ATTEMPTS 
CONTACT ON THEIR 
WITH THE LIVES... 
POISON, 
PISFIGURING 
HER OWN 
FACE. 


THAT'S 
WHAT YOU 
WISHED TO 
KNOW, 19 

IT NOT? 


SHE : 
DEFINITELY | THE 
LATE LADY 
JIN WAS 
KNOWN TO 
WEAR AND 
ABUSE THE 
MANTLE 
OF HER 
PARENTS’ 
THERE POWER. 
WAS NO 
END TO 
THE ILL 
RUMORS 
ABOUT 
HER, IT 
SEEMS. 


INCIDENT 

OF FOOD 

POISON- 
ING. 


«SHE 
WAS GIVEN 
LEAVE TO 
REMAIN AT 
THE INNER 

COURT 

AT THE 
EMPERORS 


+ THAT THE 
PRIDEFUL 
CONSORT, 
UNABLE TO 
TOLERATE 
WHAT 
SHE HAD 
BECOME. 
„ТООК HER 
LIFE WITH 
POISON. 


CONSORTS 
HAD BEEN 
FELLED BY 
A SIMILAR 
MALADY 
THE YEAR 
BEFORE... 


LADY JIN, 
GROWING 
DESPON- 
DENT 
BECAUSE 
OF HER 
ILLNESS, 
TURNED 
MEEK, AN 
ALTOGETHER 
DIFFERENT 
PERSON. 


ALL OF 
LADY JIN'2 
ATTENDANTS 
UNANIMOUSLY 
TESTIFIED... 


THUS YOU 
WANTED TO 
KNOW HOW 
SHE CAME 

BY THE 

POISON. 


-SPREADING 
TO THE 
FACE. 


20 THEY'RE 
CLAIMING LADY 
JIN ATE THE 
MUSHROOM 
AND DIED. 


BUT 
I'VE 
NEVER 
HEARD 
OF THAT 
INFLAMMA- 
TION... 


BUT THAT 
DOESN'T 
ADD UP. 


ABDOMINAL 
PAIN, VOMITING, 
AND NUMBNESS 

OCCUR WHEN 
THIS MUSHROOM 
IS INGESTED. 


IT ALSO 
CAUSES 
INFLAMMATION 
OF THE 
MOUTH. 


BUT HER DAL 


HANDS WERE 
FREE OF ON THE 
SWELLING. CORPSE 


APPEARED 
FRESH. 


IF 7 
BEEN ФО = SHE 
DESPERATE WOULD’VE 


TO END НЕК _ HAD TO RUB THE 
І DOUBT Y MUSHROOM ON 
SHE'D HAVE Be. HER FACE TO 
BOTHERED te MAKE THAT 
WITH | НАРРЕМ. 
GLOVES. | 


HAVE NO 

EVIDENCE 

TO BACK 
IT UP. 


IF THERE'S 
SOMETHING 


WOULD IT 
ALSO BE 
POSSIBLE 
TO REQUEST 
SEVERAL 
STRONG, 
“ЛО TIGHT- 
ASSIST LIPPED 
ME? EUNUCHS... 


NO 


MATTER. | 
4 ФОТ 
ANYWAY. 


NOW, 
THEN. 
WOULD 
YOU MIND 
DIGGING 
HERE? 


19 
THIS THE 
EVIDENCE 

YOU WERE 
AFTER? 


THE CREST 

THIS IS JUST INSCRIBED 
ONE OF THE ONTO THESE 
SPOTSID | ORNAMENTS 

INEVER PINPOINTED. ЈЕ BELONGS 
THOUGHT TO LADY JIN, 


WE'D GET DOESN'T 


Я ІТ RIGHT ON 
HOW DID ; THE FIRST 
YOU KNOW 8 TRY. 
TO LOOK 
HERE? 


Wr 


DIFFERENT L““ <>. | і 
KINDS OF = 5 
MUSHROOMS Г. ~ | MUSHROOM 
ĠROW IN ES e CLUSTERS. 
DIFFERENT 
PLACES. 


Q 
С 


1 
o 
他 


A A 
Lf VII II 


m 


А "I. 


> 


نو 


MUSHROOMS 


YOU HARDLY жамылды 
EVER FIND _ ds TM 
N zi 
ВИНЕ, GROWING NEAR САР?» 


THE CARCASSES 
OR EXCREMENT 
OF ANIMALS. 


COULDN'T BE 
MAKE A POINT 
OF NOT 
TOUCHING 
CORPSES. 


ВИТ 
IN REALITY, 
/T WOULD 
APPEAR ID 
BEEN HAPPILY 
MUSHROOM 
HUNTING THE 
SPECIMENS 
FEASTING ON 
THIS WOMAN'S 
CORPSE. 


I THOUGHT 
I CAUGHT 
THE DISTINCT 
WHIFF OF DECAY 
COMING FROM 
AROUND 
HERE... 


CONVINCED 
IT WAS THE 
LEAKING WASTE 
PROVIDING THE 


MUSHROOMS 
WITH THE 
NECESSARY 
NUTRIENTS... 


MOREOVER, 
LADV JIN HAD 
BEEN ILL AND 
SHUT UP IN 
HER ROOMS 
THIS ENTIRE 
YEAR. 


..ТО FOOL 
SIR JINSHI 
DURING HIS 
PERIODIC 
VISITS. 


SHE LOOKS 
STARTLINGLY 
SIMILAR TO 
LADY JIN, 
DOESN'T 
SHE? 


WITH 
HER FACE 
DISFIGURED, 
THE ONLY 
PEOPLE 
WHO WOULD 
puri BE ABLE TO 


-IN- IDENTIFY 
O. LADY JIN... 


„МА, SHE'D 
HAVE TO DO 

WAS WRAP ОЕТ 
HER FACE IN 

LADY TO 

BANDAGES TAKE LADY 
TO HIDE THE Sus 
SORES SHE PUE 
МАЄ MEANT Е 
ТО HAVE... 


YOU'RE 


KNOW THE Ë 
„ВИТ I ] SAYING 
BELIEVE Ге ЛГ?" NOT ONLY 
THAT TO WERE 
BE A FAIR LADY JIN'S 
ASSUMP- LADIES- 
TION. IN-WAITING 
INVOLVED 


BUT THE 
MISSING COURT 
LADY TOO WAS 


COMPLICIT IN 
ILL CONCEALING 
LADY JIN'S 


JINSHI. 


AS FOR 
WHY THE 
COURT LADY 
WOULD DO 
SUCH A 
THING... 


SHE к. 
MEDDLED 
WHO HAD 
NEVER BEEN 
CALLED ON 
AFFAIRS, BY THE 
WHICH EMPEROR, 
LED TO AN Ес И 
ALTERCA- COURTED 
TION... BYAMAN, “Т WORD 
IN THIS OF THE 
CASE, A COURT 
GOVERN- LADY WHO 
үзілді SHARED 


HER 
OFFICIAL. FACE... 


аў IN TURN, 
Ga WHETHER 
BY 
ACCIDENT 
OR BY 
DESIGN, 
LED TO 
LADY JINS 
DEATH. 


4 Go Ug SEEING 


AS HER 
| LADIES-IN- 
OUT OF : WAITING 
SELF- WERE OF 
PRESER- |^ A MIND TO 
THEY VAT/ON AS | THEY 


GET THEIR 
DECIDED THEY WELL AS а MUST STORIES 
WOULD FOOL | ЕМРАТНУ “ ALL HAVE STRAIGHT 
EVERYONE BY FOR THE | INTENSELY REGARDING 
HAVING THE COURT | : DISLIKED THEIR 
CONSORT LADY... LADY JIN. 55 
SUCCUMB TO 2 1 CAUSE OF 
HER ILLNESS. \ DEATH... 


|| 


INTO THEIR 
OWN HANDS 
BEFORE 
THE COURT 
LADYS 
TERM OF 
SERVICE 
COULD 
END 
AND— 


IT BECAME 


|| INCREASINGLY 


IMPOSSIBLE 


| FOR HER ТО 
| CONTINUE IN 


LADY JING 
PLACE. 


BUT AS HER 
MARRIAGE 


TALKS PRO- | 


GRESSED... 


FEARING 
THEY 
WOULD 
BE FOUND 
OUT, THE 
LADIES -IN- 

WAITING... 


A 
AJ III ||| Щ 
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IM SURE 
PEOPLE 
MUCH MORE 
IMPORTANT 
THAN ME WILL 
ASSIGN THEIR 
OWN MOTIVES 
AND SUCH 
LATER. 


ONE OTHER 
QUESTION? 


WHAT IN THE 
WORLD ARE 
YOU PLANNINO 
TO DO WITH 
ALL THESE 
MUSHROOMS7 


YET TO FIND 


ANYTHING AS КО.| 


EXTRAOR- 
DINARY 


mi THERE 
ARE A GREAT |. 
MANY UTTERLY P 
FASCINATING 
SPECIMENS 
IN HERE, I'LL 
HAVE VOU 
KNOW. 


AS IN THE 
KINDS THAT 
GROW FROM 

CORPSES? 


DISPOSED 
OF MOST 


THE 
MAJORITY 
OF PEOPLE 
CAN'T WRAP 
THEIR HEADS 

AROUND 

PURE, 

UNADUL- 

TERATED 

CURIOSITY. 
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Chapter 46 Mirrors 


т 
г 
ро 
« 
= 
5 


MADE ОҒ? 


^N ۷ 


TIFULLY 

REFLECT 
THOSE 
SAME 

N COLORS 

4 WITH VIVID 


ITS 
ALMOST 
AS IF 
THERE 
ARE TWO 
CONSORT 
GYOKUYOS 
STANDING 
BEFORE 
ME. 


THEY CAN 
ONLY BE 
IMPORTED 
FROM THE 
WEST, 50 
NOT ONLY 


“THEYRE ДЕБ THEY 
ALSOA “Cage 


LUXURY TO 
POSSESS. 


GLASS, I 
ШІ PRESUME? 


216 
МАРЕ ОҒ 
BRONZE 

PLATE, THE 
SURFACE 

OF WHICH 

HAS BEEN 

POLISHED 

TOA 
BRIGHT 


A 
TYPICAL 
MIRROR 


COLORS, 
HOWEVER, 
APPEAR 
MUDDLED 
IN BRONZE 
MIRRORS. 


GLASS 
MIRRORS 
MUST BE 
DIFFICULT 
TO MAKE. 


I ASKED 
YOU TO 
STOP 
BRINGING 
THAT UP! 


SAID 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT THE 
BIG MERCHANT 
CARAVAN BEING 
KIND OF INTENDED TO 
LIKE АМ PAVE THE WAY 
ADVANCE | FOR SOME 
PARTY... FOREIGN 


TONGUE. 


YINGHUA 
WENT AND 


AGO... 


BROKE IT. 


LUCKY 
FOR HER, 
CONSORT 
GYOKUYO 

HAS A 

KIND 

HEART. 


YOU 
KNOW, 
JUST THE 
OTHER 
DAY, THE 
QUACK... 


LADY'S NOT 
SPECIAL, 
THOUGH. 

THEY GAVE 
THESE TO 

THE OTHER 
PRINCIPAL 


CONSORTS 


TOO. 


SHE 
COULD'VE 
LOST HER 
HEAD FOR 
BREAKING 

SUCH AN 
EXTRAVA- 
ФАМСЕ. 


YOU SEE, 
THIS IS A 
PRESENT 
FROM A 
FOREIGN 
ENVOY. 


A WHILE 


PRINCIPAL 
CONSORTS 


WHO 
ს აუ HOLD THE 
წ | HIGHEST 


AT COURT, 
CONSORT 


EVEN A 

IT MUST FOREIGN 
HAVE BEEN EMISSARV 
QUITE THE FEAT CANNOT 
TO GET FOUR OF BE SEEN 
THESE BEAUTIFUL TO FAVOR 
MIRRORS HERE JUST ONE 
IN ONE PIECE. OF THEM. 


те 


ТНЕ 
ENVOY MUST 
BE AFTER 
SOMETHING 


/ MUCH CAKE 
CAUGHT TO EXTEND EMPEROR 
YOUR — | d SUCH GIFTS 7,04 
INTEREST | ING TO THE TOP . 
| PAS А CONSORTS 
AS WELL... 


OUT OF 
CONSIDER- 
ATION. SHE 
WOULD NOT 
LEAVE ANY 

MAN, EUNUCH 
THOUGH 
HE MAY BE, 
ALONE WITH A 
COURT LADY. 


I'M 
CURIOUS 
ABOUT ITS 
CONSTRUC- 
TION. 


PRODUCE 
THEM, I'D 
MAKE A 
FORTUNE. 


ARRIVED 
WITH A 
MATTER TO 
DISCUSS. 
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HONGNIANG 
HAD HER 
EYE ON GAO 


I WISH TO 
HEAR YOUR 
OPINION ON 
SOMETHING, 
XIAOMAO. 


INTEREST 
IN HIM. 


20 WHAT 
CAN I DO 
FOR YOU? 


COURSE. 
ALTHOUGH 
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PURING 
THE DAY, 
THEY HAD 
FEMALE 
ATTENDANTS 
WATCHING 
OVER 
THEM. 


THE GIRLS’ 
АМО PAKENTS 
THE NEW DISCOVERED 
ATTENDANTS THIS, THE 
WERE ATTENDANTS 
ALLOWED WERE 
ONLY DISMISSED... 
MINIMAL 
CONTACT 
WITH THE 
BIRLS. 


THERE 
WAS A 
CEKTAIN 
WELL- 
TO-DO 
FAMILY 
WITH TWO 
SIMILARLV 


THE GIRLS 


CAME OF 
sock 
FEN AGE, THEIR 


ANNEX OF OVERPRO- 


TECTIVE 
MP AT. PARENTS... 
РОКВАРЕ 
THEM FROM 
VENTURING 
OUT ALONE. 


PERHAPS 
THE WOMEN 
TOOK PITY 

ON THE 
POOR 
THINGS... 


WHENEVER 
THEY SPIED 
A CHANCE. 


THEIR FATHER 
RBADE HIS К 
venas EVEN WENT 
THE > 50 FAR AS 
22 а EVEN TO HAVE 
IRLF  VERTED BY гае CONTACT TO POST 
SPENT NATURE THESE 
THEIR X GUARDS WITH MEN WATCHMEN 
DAYS OTHER THAN OUTSIDE 
pl THE ANNEX. 
DEVOTED ALLOWED HIMSELF, É 
TO THEIR TO GO HOWEVER... 
Pero № NEAR THEIR 
RESIDENCE. 


(ICC – 


SOME- 
THING 
SHOCKING 
CAME TO 
PASS ONE 
DAY. 


THE 
YOUNGER 
SISTER WAS 
FOUND TO 
BE WITH 
CHILD. 


THE 
ELDER 
Др "SHE 

BUT THEY / E CARRIES COVERED 
HAD BEEN a + THE CHILD FOR THE 
VIGILANT IN ‚ ФЕ AN YOUNGER. 
KEEPING ` 

AN EYE ОМ 

THE GIRLS. 


THE 

ONLY WAY TO р THEIK 
SNEAK INTO ВЕ PARENTS 
TI qii ХІ ¿EW INTO 
WOULD HAVE № 1 

INDEED BEEN E 

TO EMPLOY | 

THE POWERS 

OF AN 
IMMORTAL. 


AND 50, 
THEIR 
PARENTS 
ARE AT 


QUITE A 
LOSS. 


THE MATTER 

OF WOMEN 

CONCEIVING 

WITHOUT THE 
HELP OF 
A MAN... 


IVE 
EARD THAT 

THE DESIRE | |/ CERTAINLY 

FOR A CHILD A CURIOUS 

) CAN DELUDE TALE, BUT 

rn А WOMAN'S I DON'T 
THE GIRL | BODY INTO THINK IT’S 
15 WITH š THINKING REALLV MY 
CHILD? A SHE'S AREA OF 
š k PREGNANT: EXPERTISE. 


|| ĠIRLS BEING 
WATCHED? 


AT 
LEAST, І 
SUPPOSE 
AS MUCH. 


EVEN GONE 
TO THE 
BOTHEK OF 
PREPARING 
A FLOOR 
PLAN? 


THIS 
; RECTANGLE 
TO ITS IS THE 
NORTH AND GIRLS 
EAST 15 THE ANNEX. 
MOAT THAT 
د د‎ THE ONLY 
THE ESTATE... WAY IN AND 
OUT 15 THE 
PASSAGEWAY 
ON ITS WEST 
SIDE THAT 
AND ТО CONNECTS 
ITS SOUTH, TO THE MAIN 
A GARDEN. HOUSE. 


2 


50 THEY 
BUILT A PRIVY 
INSIDE THE 
RESIDENCE 
EVEN THOVGH 
SUCH AN 
AMENITY 15 
| MEANT TO ВЕ 

OUTSIDE? 


RELIEVE 
THEM- 
SELVES? 


WEREN'T 
KIDDING 
ABOUT 
WANTING 
TO KEEP 
THESE 
GIRLS 
TRAPPED. 


ARE TWO. 
ONE ON THE 
EASTERN THERE 
SIDE AND MUST BE 
ONE ON THE WINDOWS FOR 
SOUTHERN THE GUARDS 
TO WATCH 
THE GIRLS 
THROUGH. 
WHERE ARE 


THEY? 


THE 
GUARDS 
OUTSIDE 
THEY MUST THE ANNEX 
ALSO BE MUST 
SOMEWHERE KEEP 
HIGH UP WATCH 
ENOUGH FROM A 
TO SEE IN DISTANCE 


THROUGH ACROSS 


THE ANNEX THE 
WINDOWS. COURT- 
YARD. 
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WERE THE 
GUARDS 


THE FIRST 
FLOOR TO | 
THE EAST Ë 
SIDE... 


WHAT CAN 
BE SEEN FROM 
THIS WINDOW 
MUST BE QUITE 
LIMITED. 


AND THE 
OTHER ON 
THE THIRD 
FLOOR TO 
THE SOUTH 


WALL CREATES 
TOO MANV BLIND 
SPOTS FOR THE 
AND POSITION TO THE 
VET THE EAST. THEV MUST 
DAUGHTERS ONLY HAVE BEEN 
WERE SAID ABLE TO SEE 
TO SIT BY \ < IN FROM THE 
IT DAILY FIRST-FLOOR 
WITH THEIR POST. 
NEEDLE- 
WORK. Y | з“, 


IT WOULD 
HAVE MADE 
| KEEPING AN 
«| BYE ON THE 
| wo EASIER | 
AS WELL. [Г 


TOLD THE 
FAMILY IS 
DESCENDED 
FROM A 
TRIBE OF 
NOMADS. 


...BUT 
EMBROIDERY 
HOLDS 
MM SIGNIFICANCE 
THAT INTO 
8 FOR MANY 
CONSID: 
AMONG THE 
ERATION, 
: MINORITY 
ITS NOT PEOPLES 
ALL THAT . 


UNUSUAL 
A PASTIME 
FOR THE 
GIRLS TO 
HAVE. 


WOULD 
DEFINITELY 
BE BETTEK 
THAN USING 

A LAMP 
WHILE THE 
SUN 12 
OUT. 


TAKING 
ADVANTAGE 
OF THE 
LIGHT 
FROM THE 
WINDOW 
DURING 
THE DAY... 


EMBROI- 
DERY IS 
A RATHER 
CURIOUS 


HOBBY 


TO HAVE. 


HONGNIANG 
HAILS FROM AN 
UPPER-CLASS 
FAMILY, 50 IT 
MIGHT SEEM 
ODD TO 
HER... 


* 


WAS 
THE ANNEX 
ORIGINALLY 
BUILT TO 
HOUSE 
GUESTS? 


GUARDS [ 
DID THEY 


BASED ON 
THIS LAYOUT, 
THE TWO 
WINDOWS 
ARE IN THE 


TYPICALLY 
TWO, 
FROM WHAT 
I HEAR. THE 
SAME GUARDS 
WERE ALWAYS 

POSTED IN 
THE SAME 
ROOMS. 


BUT HES 


І CAN'T HE EVEN RATHER 
SHAKE THE M WELL- 
FEELING THAT ADVANCE Амр INFORMED 
HE KNOWS 15 GIVING МЕ ABOUT ALL 
ALMOST TOO ee 5 

MUCH. THERE 
MUST BE psd 
SOMETHING adel 

MORE TO IT. 


SHOULD 

I COME 
RIGHT 

OUT WITH 
IT OR 


NOT? 


COME BEARING 
AN APOLOGY 
FROM SIR JINSHI. | — 
THAT BEZOAR IS [ТГ 
GOING TO TAKE 

LONGER TO 
PROCURE THAN | 
EXPECTED. | 


I HAVEN'T 
GOTTEN 
IT YET/ => 
I FORGOT = 
ALL ABOUT 
m! 


Z 


I'VE KEPT 
MY MOUTH 
SHUT ABOUT 
/T IN CASE 
HE СОШРМТ 
RESIST HEAD- 
BUTTING ME 


. HAVE BEEN 
GIFTING SIR 
JINSHI WITH 
RARE ELIXIRS 
AND MIRACLE 
CURES OF 
LATE. 
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„РОК 
SOME 
REASON, 
DEMAND 
FOR IT HAS 
SHOT UP 
SUDDENLY. 


I'VE 
HEARD 
THAT ALL 
KINDS OF 
PEOPLE... 


BECAUSE 
OF THE 
RUMOR THAT 
HE'2 BEEN 
ZEALOUSLY 
SEARCHING 
FOR A 
BEZOAR. 


I DOUBT 
ANY ONE 
OF THOSE 
WOULD 
END INA 


HE SHOULD 
JUST ACCEPT 
ONE OF THEIR 
INVITATIONS TO 

DINNER AND BE 
DONE WITH IT, 
YOU KNOW. 


IM SURE 
JINSH GETS 
INVITATIONS 

APLENTY 
FROM MEN, 

WOMEN, 


| 7 (l N 
/ \ 
| ik 4 
\ | 


PRECIOUS 
у DRIED GALL- | 


რი 7 

THAT'S IT'S 71 yo ion т 
INCREDIBLY | BITTER IN рана М 
USEFUL IN THE TASTE... N XACT. 


MAKING OF 
MEDICINES 
RELATING TO 
DIGESTION! 


I'M GLAD 
TO SEE 
YOU 50 

PLEASED. 


PLEASE 
GIVE ME 
A LITTLE 
TIME TO 


PREPARE. 


ANYHOW, 
DOES 
ANYTHING 
STRIKE YOU 
ABOUT THE | P 
MATTER AT " / тм TRUTH, 


SIR JINSHI 
HAD WANTED 
TO ONE IT 
TO YOU 
HIMSELF... 


„25 
SUPPOSE 
I CANT 
LEAVE HIM 
HANGING. 


SINCE 
SHE SPENDS 
HER DAYS IN 

FRONT OF 
THE WINDOW 
WITH HER 
EMBROIDERY 


NOW WHAT IF 

THERE WAS A 

MIRROR NEAR 
THIS EAST 
WINDOW? 
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by... 24 
SAY THE 


DAUGHTERS 
Ша WORE 
GUARDS MAY ORNAMENTAL 
HAVE USED ME 
SOMETHING | DIFFERENT 
ARBITRARY “COLOR 
LIKE THAT 
TO TELL 
ONE GIRL 
FROM THE 
OTHER. 


I HEARD 
THEY WERE 
MAKING 
ANIMALS. 


RABBITS, 
AS 1 
RECALL. 


IF 

THE SISTERS 
WERE ALIKE IN 
APPEARANCE, 

IT MIGHT'VE 
BEEN TOUGH 

FOR THE 

GUARDS TO 
TELL THEM 


THEY OF THEIR 
NEEDLE 
DERING WORK? 
DERING 2 
DIFFERENT 


„А 
PICTURE LIKE 
THIS, FOR 


IF YOU 
TURN THIS 
PICTURE 
UPSIDE- 
DOWN... 


YOU 
SEE THE 
SMILING FACE 
TUKN INTO AN 
ANGRY ONE, 
PONT YOU? 


AS LONG 
AS THERE 
APPEARED TO 
BE TWO GIRLS 
IN THE ROOM, 
THE GUARDS 
E WOULD'VE 
WHILE THE FOCUSED 


GUARDS WERE ჯ THEIR 
LOOKING AWAY, EMEN / ATTENTION 
IT MAY BE THAT : წ 77 
THE YOUNGER 
DAUGHTER 
SLIPPED OUT 
VIA THE WEST 


OF 
...THE COURSE, 
ANNEX HAD THIS 
A MIRROR BIG | THEORY 
ENOUGH FOR ENTIRELV 
THIS PURPOSE, DEPENDS PATTERN 
THE FRAME OF ON WOULD HAVE 
WHICH WOULD 86 APPEARED 
NOT BE OR NOT... FLIPPED LIKE 
VISIBLE FROM THIS. 
THE WINDOW. 


к 59 == 
ў 3 = 


GIRLS HAD 
USED A 
MIRROR 

..IT WOULD WITH SO 

HAVE BEEN PERFECT 
MORE THAN A KEFLEC- 

ENOUGH TION... 
TO FOOL 
A DISTANT 

ONLOOKER. . 


AND 
WHILE 
ITS NOT 
COMMON 

IN THIS 


IT JUST 
ФО HAPPENS 
THAT I BEHELD 
A REFLECTION 
THAT WOULD 
RIVAL THE REAL 


LANDS OF THING... 


..EMBROJ- THE РАК 
DERY /5 WEST, 


SAID TO BE WHERE | „ІМ ONE 
ура FA ONCE SUCH FANCY ly 
PASTIME STUDIED M MIRROR 
OF THE LONG ІМ RECENTLY. 
DAUGHTERS AGO... N 
| OF THE 
UPPER 


CLASSES. 


271 ACCORDING | ` 
SHUN, THE 
YOUNGER |. 
DAUGHTER ۰ 
OF A 
WELL-TO- 
| РО FAMILY 
SNUCK OUT 
OF HER 
HOME... 


АМ? FELL 
PREGNANT. 


Ш WAS SHE | i 
ACTUALLY MI 
WITH 
OR CHILD... 
WAS SHE 
CARRYING 
A MUCH 
DIFFERENT 
KIND OF 
SECKET? 


1 
SUPPOSE 
EVEN SIS- 
PECTED 


ARE OFTEN 
TREATED AS 
HONORED 
GUESTS, 


| 

BE 
THAT 
UNCOUTH 42/7 
AS TO Z: 


GALL?! 


| 
шшш шат Моор Fairy) a а _ 


THE 
FARTHER 
AND WIDER 


AND ON 
OCCASION, 


HAVE YOU 
EVER HEARD 
ANYTHING 
ABOUT A 
ёй PEERLESS 
BEAUTY WHO 
CRIES TEARS 
OF PEARL? 


WONDERING 
WHAT RANDOM 
THING HE'D HIT 
ME WITH THIS 

TIME... 
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IF ٨ 
WOMAN OF 
PEERLESS 


BEAUTY YOU 
WANT, SHES 
RIGHT OVER 


THE BEAUTY Ве 
I BELIEV 
RESEMBLINO № 1 TH2 TO Be 
THE MOON | АМ UNREA- 


„МНОМ FAIRY OF Á SONABLE 
THEIR LEGEND... APPARENTLY, 
GREAT- THE VISITING 
GRAND- ENVOY HAS | 
FATHER DEMANDED... : 
ONCE ს THE HEAD 
БЕНЕН. MINISTER IN 


CHARGE OF 
ENTERTAINING 
OUR GUESTS 
WAS ON THE 
VERGE OF 
TEARS AS HE 
IMPLORED 
ME TO FIND Д 
HER. 


SHE WAS 
SAID TO HAVE 


OF COURSE, 


THERE'S NO LIVED IN THE 
TELLING IF PLEASURE 
SHE'S EVEN DISTRICT 


ALIVE TODAY... DECADES 


AGO. 


DO YOU 
HAVE ANY 
IDEA WHO 
SHE MIGHT 
BE? 


| SHE'S THE 
MADAM OF 
Ww VERDIORIS. 


2O LONG AS 
YOU FILL HER 
POCKETS WITH 
COIN, I BELIEVE 
SHE'D JUMP AT 
THE CHANCE. 
WHAT WOULD 
YOU LIKE 


..PEESENTING WELL 
A SHRIVELED 
OLD PRUNE 
ТО A FOREIGN 
EMISSARV WHO 
WISHES TO SEE 
A BEAUTIFUL 
WOMAN... 


GRUBBING 


OLD BIDDY | 


WITH A 
DIPLOMATIC HEART OF 
CRISIS. STONE. 


N /75 TOUCH 
CAN CAUSE 
١ EVEN THE 


MOST 


| PEERLESS 


BEAUTY TO 
WITHER 


WHAT IF WE : 
| ARRANGED يب‎ вит THIS 


FOR MORE PAKTY MUST 
SUITABLE UNDERSTAND 
ENTER- HOW AGING 
TAINMENT 
INSTEAD? 21 IX 
š PASSAGE 

OF TIME 

WORKS... 


THE EAST 
AND THE 
WEST HAVE 
DIFFERENT 
IDEALS OF WE'VE 
BEAUTY... ALREADY 
აზ THROWN A 
7 | BANQUET 
SURELY ALL OEE / WITH A 


| THE WOMEN 
PRESENT | | - დაი 


ў } і BEAUTIFUL 
WOULDVE | JH: 
BEEN 2 | й WOMEN. 
CHOSEN БО | ۱ 
FOR THEIR 
UNIVERSAL 
APPEAL. 


BUT IT WAS 
NOT TO THE 
ЕМУОУФ 
LIKING. 


PLEASE 
FORGIVE 
THE VULGAR 
SUGGESTION, 


ARRANGE FOR 
AN EVENING 
COMPANION 

TO COME 
By. 


HE 
HAS A FACE 
THAT WOULD 
CAPTIVATE 
ANYONE. 


50 THATS 
HOW THIS 
WOUND UP 

FALLING INTO 
JINSHI'S LAP. 


HE HAS 
WHAT /T 
TAKES TO 
DRAW IN 
A WOMAN 
ANP THEN 


SERIOUS 
CONSIDER- 
ATION MUST 

BE GIVEN 

TO THIS 
EVENTUALITY 

WITH THIS 
PARTICULAR 

EUNUCH 

INVOLVED. 


BE QUITE SO 
THOUGHTLESS 
ANP SHALLOW. 


BUT THAT 
SCENARIO 
TOO HAS 
172 SHARE 


IF HE 
ACTUALLY 
ATTEMPTED 
TO SEDUCE 
AND BED 
THE WOMAN, 


WHAT WOULD |. 


WHAT IF 
I TOLP YOU 
HER COUNTRY 
HOLDS THE 
WAYPOINT 


BETWEEN THE 
NORTH AND THE 
WEST TRADE 
KOUTES? 
IS 


| à SHE THAT 
IMPORTANT 
== A VISITOR? 

OUR LAND 


15 BLESSED 
WITH COPIOUS 
RESOURCES, 
20 MUCH ФО 
THAT OTHER 
..SUCH | NATIONS WILL 
AS РЕО- GO TO GREAT 
VOKING LENGTHS TO 
VARIOUS GET THEIR 
NOMADIC HANDS ON 
TRIBES THEM... 
INTO 
ATTACKING 
Us. 


EVEN 
AS THESE 
i NEW TRADE 
NEGOTI- 
ATIONS 


ENSUE... 
- I'M 


SURE EACH 
PARTY 15 
SIZING THE 
OTHER 
UP... 
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EVERY- 
ONE IS 
SAID TO BE 
INCREDIBLY 
BEAUTIFUL 
IN THAT 
DISTANT 


... PROBABLY LAND... 

AS A RESULT 

OF ALL THE 
INTERMARRIAGE 

THAT OCCURS 

BETWEEN THE 

LOCALS AND 

PEOPLE FROM 

ABROAD. 


FOR RUMORS 
OF THE MOON 
FAIRY TO HAVE 
MADE SUCH AN 
IMPRESSION 
ON PEOPLE 
FROM A PLACE 
LIKE THAT... 


--- HAS 
772 OWN 
REASONS 
FOR 175 
ACTIONS, 


... WHETHER 
THAT BE 
GREASINO 
А FEW 


DIPLOMATIC 


WHEELS 
OR ADDING 
TO THEIR 
MILITARY 


... THE 
ENVOYS 
COUNTRY, 
WHICH 
HAS LONG 
AVOIDED 
COMING 
UNDER THE 
THUMB 
OF ANY 
OTHERS... 


I FEAR 
WE'D HAVE A 
DIPLOMATIC 

CRISIS ON 
OUR HANDS 
IF WE DID 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT. 


PERHAPS 
SHE MIXED A 
HALLUCINOGEN 
INTO SOME 
INCENSE? 


€ 


4%” 


У 
INEED ANY HAVE 
INFORMATION TO 
YOU CAN CET po, 
ME ABOUT 
WHAT TOOK 
PLACE BACK 
THEN. 


WELL, 
IF YOU'RE 
GRASPING 
AT STRAWS, 
I SUPPOSE 
I CAN FIND 
YOU ANOTHER 
TO GRASP. 


WHAT'S 
ALL THIS 
ABOUT? 


YOU'VE СОТ 
A STRANGE 


MADAM OF 
VERDIGRIS 


OUTSIDERS 


ARE 
EVER THE 
ALLOWED 
INTO THE IRREVERENT 


OLD BIDDY. 


го 
I БАР ТНЕУКЕ 
TO MEET 
WITH НЕК 
IN THE 
SAME 
KOOM 
WHERE 
IMET 
LI HAKU. 


DID YOU 


ENTERTAIN 
I DID A FOREION 
INDEED. ENVOY ONCE 


UPON A 


THEY'D 
ONLY JUST 
RELOCATED 


THE CAPITAL 
AND STILL 
HADN'T BE OVER 
FINISHED 50 YEARS 


MEANING BUILDING 
НЕ HAD NO THEIR FANCY 
PROPER CASTLE 
PLACE TO YET. 
HOST A 
BANQUET 


DURING AGO NOW, | 


PÉ: THE TIME I RECKON. || 
月 OF THE 


ს> | EMPEROR 
[7 BEFORE THE 
| LAST ONE. 
| 13 


> THE 
BUILDING AS IN 
HAD BEEN QUITE A 
BUILT AS A PICKLE... 
IT WAS RITUAL HALL 
LOCATED OF SOME 
NEAR AN KIND. .. 
ORCHARD EVENTUALLY 
AND A CHOSE THE 
LOVELY SITE OF 
POND. SOME 
OLD RUINS 
FOR HIS 


SHINDIO. 


THE OUTER 


C WALLS AND: 


OS UNDER оо 
€ GROUND: 


Ж 


зо \ PASSAGE- | 


THAT'S 
WHEN І WAS 
CHOSEN OUT 
OF ALL THE 


COURTESANS 


THE LEAD 
DANCER 
DURING THE 
PERFOR- 
MANCE! 


IN THE 
PLEASURE 
DISTRICT... 


ie HAD 
BEEN HELD 
SOMEWHERE 
WITHIN THE 
GROUNDS OF 
THE CURRENT 
INNER 
COURT. 


VISITED 
THE 
OTHER 
DAY... 


«НА? 

A WILD 

GROVE 
OF FRUIT 


NOT HAVE 
BEEN AS 
LARGE 
А5 IT 15 
TODAY 
EITHER. 


WOULDN'T 
BE TOO 
ODD IF THE 
BANQUET 
LONG 

AGO... 


THE TOP 
COURTESAN IN 
THE PLEASURE 
მოო DISTRICT IM 
: THOSE DAYS! 
Ч 2926 one YN WHY ELSE?! 
LOOKS |: | 
MOKE LIKE 
Ч А WITHERED 
:. BRANCH THAN 
Ë А LOVELY 
BLOSSOM 
NOW. 


BIGGEST 
REASON 
WAS MY 

PHYSIQUE. 


PEOPLE I WAS 
De А, TALL AND 
WHERE ML. 
INDIVIDUALS 
ТИЕ TEND TO THE RIGHT 
ADULTS OF ВЕ TALLER PLACES. 
OUR PEOPLE AND WELL- 
MIGHT LOOK DEVELOPED 
MORE LIKE 
CHILDREN. 


ISN'T 


SEEING 
AS IT WAS 
HELD INA 
SORT OF 

IMPRO- 

VISED 


ІТ TOOK A 
FAIR WHILE LOCATION 


TO GET IT 
READY. 


AND MOVED 
4 у ANYTHING THAT 
МОКЕ % MIGHT OBSCURE 
FOOL THEM, қ : 4 THE VIEW ҒЕОМ 
SINCE THE | THE BANQUET 
LIGHT FROM y TABLE. 
THE TORCHES 2 
ATTRACTED 
MORE BUGS 
ANYWAY. 


WERE A 
GREAT MANY 
INSECTS TOO 


‘COS THE 
«ТО ALL THE Zire was 


LARVAE ON THE 
LEAVES OF THE ORE ALD 
TREES WERE me 
EXTERMINATED 
IN ADVANCE. 


THERE A TALL 
ANVTHING AND BUXOM 
ELSE VOU LEADING LADY 
CAN TELL WOULP'VE 
ME ABOUT SUITED THAT 

THAT = PARTICULAR 
NIGHT? аа STAGE BEST. 


THEY EVEN 
WORKED 
OUT THE 
WAXING 

AND 
WANING 
OF THE 
MOON... 


ONE HAD 
SMEARED 
DEAD 
INSECTS 
ALL OVER 
IT, YOU 
2EE. 


MY 
PERFOR- 
MANCE WAS 
HAILED AS 
GLORIOUS, 
AND THE 


THAT MY 
COSTUME 
HAD BEEN 


TAMPERED 
WITH ON THE 


DESPITE 
ALL THE 


PREPARA- 


TION... 


I WASN'T 
ФО SOFT 
AS TO LET 


WOMEN WHO | ГО WR 7 LHP THE рецк 
COS |а NW quoe, dew 
2 я GET TO 
DOWN WERE SHAWL AND m 


BEYOND 6:33 MADE IT 
PEEVED. 


маб гче немир | 
III ПО ^^ | 
LITTLE ||| 

STRAY! 


DON'T 
YOU HAVE 
ANYTHING 

NEW TO 

ADD? 


TO THINK 
THAT THIS 
BEAUTY 
RIGHT OUT 
OF A FAIRY 
TALE... 


ОЙ ... WOULD Y 

(LL TURN INTO 

ს сва | 
PINCH- 


2O THEY 
BEAUTIFIED 
YOU IN THIS 

PAINTING. 


IT'S TITLED 
"THE MOON 


THIS MUST 
BE ONE OF 
HER PRIZED 

POSSES- 

SIONS. 


.COMMIS- 
SIONED AN 
ARTIST TO 
PAINT THIS. 


TOLP THE 
FOREIGN 
ENVOY, 
AFTER 
GOING ALL 
THE WAY 
HOME... 


YOU SAY 
SOME- 


DELIVERED 
TO ME VIA 


| MERCHANT MISTER 

CARAVAN. ENVOY 
NEVER SET 

FOOT IN 


THIS LAND 


ALL YOU 


WHY 15 IT | N = AS USUAL, 
THAT HE WAS law | RIGHT? 


50 TAKEN 
WITH YOU? 


HAVE 


I 
ABSOLUTELY 
NO IDEA 
MYSELF. 
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-KEMAINS 

A МУЄТЕКУ 
EVEN TO 

HER. 


IN THE 
MEANTIME, 
SHALL I TRY 
I THINK 
ITLL BE HARD 
TO FIND A TALL, 
BEAUTIFUL 
WOMAN WHO 
LOOKS JUST 
LIKE THE 
PAINTING. 


вит 
BACK THEN, |, 
GRANNY WAS S ALIKE... 
175 CENTIME- > vou COLE 
TERS TALL. 'K:: SIMPLY TRY 
е |“ TO FIND A 
WOMAN 
OF TALL 
STATURE? 


m 


TALENTED 
HER DANCER... 
LONG ARMS 
AND LEGS 


LENT HER 
EVEN MORE 
PRESENCE. 
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ENVOVS 


THERE ARE , ARE ABOUT 


THAT TALL 
MORE THAN 4 A5 WELL, 


AREN'T 


I DOUBT 
ANY TALL 


I WONDER 
IF THEY 


LOOK LIKE 
CONSORT ARE SURE TO 


GYOKUYO, Дд »بر‎ TAKE ANYONE 
jek LESS THAN 
HERSELFA |’, 
š RAVISHINO 
FOREIGNER 1 < TO Тлек 
ҒЕОМ [72 № < : 
ANOTHER ა 
LAND. 


THOSE 
ENVOYS DO. 


TRYING 
ТО CAPTUKE 
THE SHAPOW 
OF A BEAUTY 
FROM THE 
PAST 15 
A HIGH 
ENOUGH 
HURDLE. 


AND 


WITH 
THIS WOMEN 
PROJECT x 
HAS JUST ene 
SH MO BE HARSH 
MUCH MORE WHETHER 
DIFFICULT May ioci 
THAN IT WAS 


BEFORE. 


THEY 
PROBABLY 
WON'T BE 
SATISFIED 
EVEN IF WE 
ака PRODUCE 
EXACTLY SOMEONE... 


LIKE THE 
PAINTING. 


WE 
KEALLY 


AND ФО HAVE NO 
UNRIVALED CHOICE BUT 
IN BEAUTY TO FIND 
THAT THEY SOMEONE 
HAVE THE OVER 175 


POWER CENTIMETERS 


TO LEAVE TALL... 
EVEN OTHER 
BEAUTIFUL 
WOMEN... 


х\\! 


FAR A GREAT 


! BEAUTY 
WHO STANDS № 
TALLER THAN | 
175 CENTI- 


SHRINE-LIKE 
BUILDING 
NEARBY. 


SEEMS 
SUITABLE 
FOR A 
BANQUET 


COULD 


YOU TELL ү > 


SHES so || FROM ma 
ars FRIENDLY. УОІСЕ? 
XIAOLAN'S 
GOSSIP 
BUDDY 


FOR 
YOU. 


AND WHAT 
BRINGS YOU 


ARE YOU 
DOING HERE, 
MAOMAO? 


NIBBLING 
ON SOME 
PEACHES, 
ARE WE? 


NOT QUITE, 
THOUGH 1 
DO HAVE 
BUSINESS 

HERE IN THE 
ORCHARD! 


ON A 
MINUTE! 


ANOTHER 
WHOS 
ENJOYING A 
RELATIVELY 
UNINHIBITED 
LIFE AT THE 
INNER COURT, 
I SEE. 


შო ) BEHAVIOR 
nS 7 LIKE THIS IS 
...20 YOU NORMALLY 
MAY WANT CONSIDERED 


TO АМОР BULLYING... 
DOING THIS 


KIND OF 
THING IN 
FUTURE. 


THIS LITTLE 
ONE TOO... 
I'VE ONLY 
EVER SEEN 


ITS KIND IN AN 
ILLUSTRATED 
ENCYCLOPEDIA! 


I'VE NEVER 
SEEN 
BEFORE! 


y 


ууу tim‏ د 
Д‏ 


168 


WILL IT 
TURN INTO 


u Eis Р 


IT'2 LIKE 
THEY GLOW 


THEY'RE 
NOCTURNAL, 
SO WE CAN'T 


WHEN THEY 3 SEE THEM 
FLY AT x N | NOW... 
NIGHT! | u 


ВИТ 
THEY'RE 
so PRETTY ےم‎ 
WHEN THEY > 
BECOME 
ADULTS. 


THEY HAVE 
THESE BIG 
ANTENNAE, 
AND THEIR 
WINGS ARE 
ALL WHITE! 


COME SEE 
THEM ONE 


FLIT ALL = i 
AROUND, : N EVENING, 


ILLUMINATED 
IT BY MOON- 
MAKES YOU LIGHT... 
KINDA FEEL 
LIKE YOU'VE 
ACCIDENTALLV 
WANDERED INTO 
PARADISE! 


I THINK 
YOU MIGHT 
BE OVER- 

STATING 

THINGS. 


ONCE THEY 
ს > > EMEROE AS 
I READ THAT l- SIS ADULTS, DO 
AS SOON AS << і ў THESE MOTHS 
THEY MATURE, | М MATE RIGHT 
THEY CAN'T EAT р 
..ANP DIE ANYMORE... 


ALMOST 
IMMEDI- 
ATELY. 
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MIGHT 
BE ABLE 

TO PULL — 
THIS OFF, = 


Ain 
ies 


Touc 


ET. 


Z 


give Natsu: yuugi RISK 
j = 9% 


Light. novel illustrator: Тоого Chino => 
| ‘Manga artist: بل سه‎ > | 

И Тив'єднок с > 

A +: š 
ve weg E Neu, the readers, 5 


АХ 
GAIA | S 


TA 


AL Compilation: sol Nanao Y 


^ A N EN EN >> 1 сай 
> YN | Z4 ЧУ 2 


WW წავი 1 AS ) 
з N ФЕ ჯა 2i < 
MINNI 


HUH. 
I FEEL AS IF 
IVE BEHELD 
THIS EXACT 
SAME SCENE 


Story by Itsuki Nanao 


Art by Nekokurage 


WAS THIS A GOOD IDEA? 
уке 


X 


CHATTER 


THE 
LOOSE- 
LIPPED 
QUACK 
ACTING AS 
EXPECTED. 


THE 
ENIGMATIC SHISUI, А 
БНБ. LADY-IN- 
WAITING 
І DON'T 


BRINGING 
/ 404 THESE 
MAYBE IT “М ; THREE 
WASN'T A N TOGETHER 
BAD IDEA, 8. REALLY 
AFTER ALL. AN А боор 


Story by Itsuki Nanao | Art by Nekokurage 


IM 
GLAD WE 
STOPPED BY 
THE PHYSICIANS 
FOR TEA AFTER 
SHOPPING AT 
THE CARAVAN 
AND ALL, 


Аққа 
ies 
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